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PROJECT  ;n073  RECORD 


I.  DATE  - TIME  CROUP 

21  May  1949  21/213OZ 

X SOURCE 

Civilian 

4.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 

One 

5.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION 

5 Kinutes 

6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

Gxound-Radar 

Ai  1 

7.  COURSE 

Northeasterly 

6.  PHOTOS 

□ Y«b 

yscNo 

9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 


OCATION 


Noses  Lake  Air  Force  Base^  Kashington 


10.  CONCLUSION 

RADAR:  AIRCRAfT 

VISUAL?  AIRCRAJT 

Hione  call  was  received  the 
area  drorgang 


same  day  from  tower  that  a/c  were  in 


Report  from  Control  Tower  that  Hying  Saucers  were  over 
Atomic  Plant.  A/C  were  scrambled  with  an  negative  effort. 

Report  stated  UFO*s  were  faster  then  Jet  a/c*  Another  report 
later  was  made  that  falling  bits  of  paper  in  their  area  were 
observed  on  radar.  Red  on  one  side  green  on  the  other  and 
approximately  6 Inches  square*  first  object  was  round,  white  |or 

^Iver  color 
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□ Y«t 

FORM 

FTO  SFP-sn  0.329  (TOE) 


•ditiM*  of  tMc  fom  «oy  Ih*  uB«4f. 


UMf.I.ASSlFlED 

fm  Hq,  637th  Aircraft  Control  & Warning  Sq,,  505th  Aircraft  Control  & 
Warning  Group,  Uosee  Lake  AFB,  V/ash«,  dtd  23  ^7  49>  Subjt  Project  **SIGN" 

APOIR-CO-17  l«t  Ind 

Dept,  of  the  Air  Force,  Hq.,  USAF,  Washington  25,  D.C.  ' 3 JUN  1949 


TOi  Coonanding  General, 

Dayton,  Ohio 
ATTNs  UCIAX5 


Air  Uateriel  Coonand,  Wright-Patterson  Air  Foz^e  Base, 


1 

t 


I 


IjNCLASSiFlED 


HSilDQniHTERS 

637TH  AIRCRAfT!  CONTROL  AND  WARNING  SQUADRON 
505TH  AIRCRAFT  CONTROL  AND  WARNING  GROUP 

Uoaea  Lake  Air  Force  Base 

liShiJIgtOB 


23  May  1949 


SUBJECTi  Project  "SIGN". 


TOi 


Chief  of  Staff 
United  States  Air  Force 
Washington,  25,  D,C. 

Attn:  Director  of  Intelligence, 


Requirements  Division 


1,  At  1330  a call  was  received  from  the  Hanford  Area  (Concrete) 
that  a Flylr^  Saucer  was  over  the  East  200  area  approxliaately  4 (four) 

■ilea  east  of  the  Hanford  Atomic  Flaat|  Washington.  The  operator  at  Han*« 
ford  stated  that  the  Disk  was  standing  still  and  then  took  off  la  a 
8oath»M8terly  direction  at  a speed  greater  than  that^of  a jet  fighter. 

The  available  aircraft  was  called  for  by  the  Hanford  operator  and  the 
aircraft  was  scrambled.  The  Hanford  operator  cleared  the  aircraft  into 
their  prohibited  area  (authorization  coming  from  the  Assistant  Chief 
of  tbs  Security  Section  at  Hanford).  The  scopes  were  instructed  to 
•eareh  the  southern  sector  with  no  results.  Crew  personnel  and  the 
controller  searched  the  sky,  visually,  and  noted  a round,  white  or 
silver  object  traveling  in  a north  easterly  direction  at  a speed  greater 
than  that  of  jet  fighters  at  approximately  10,000  to  15,000  feet. 

The  base  weather  section  was  then  contacted  to  see  if  any  weather  ballons 
were  sent  up  end  they  reported  in  the  negative.  Base  weather  section  stated 
that  they  do  not  utilize  weather  ballons.  At  1420  an  F-82,  Gertrude  20, 
pilot  Gardner  was  airborne  and  reported  in  to  Torch  controller.  A target, 
Bonber  81,  was  being  tracked  in  the  east*<oath^ast  sector  by  Torch  at 
this  time  and  the  ADCC  instructed  the  controller  to  intercept  it  in 
hopes  that  it  night  be  a Disk.  Target  81  faded  In  radar  contact  just  after 
(approzimataly  5 minutes)  Gertruda  20  was  airborne.  The  controller  was  able  to 
^ve  two  vectors  before  target  81  faded.  Radar  contact  with  the  fighter  was 
spotty,  so  poor  that  a coherent  track  on  the  fighter  was  impossible. 

At  approximately  1425  Kaiiford  reported  falling  bits  of  paper  in  their 
area  (In  the  vicinity  of  the  Rattlesnake  Mountains).  The  Hanford  operator 
described  the  papers  as  being  approrlnately  6 inches  square,  red  on  one 
side  and  green  on  the  otlier.  The  fighter  was  then  sent  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  Rattlesnake  mountains  to  examine  the  area  for  the  papers. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

a ,-p , „ 


mU 


W / 


/ ?¥1 


Subject:  Project  "SIGN” 


Ing  Saucers.  The  search  continued,  with  spotty  radar  coverage,  with 
no  results.  The  Hanford  operator  again  cleared  the  F-:2  iiito  the 
prohibited  area  and  indicated  that  he,  himself,  was  taking  off  in  an 
air’*lane  to  search.  He  stated  \irther  that  a weapons  carrier  kiad  been 
dispatched  to  the  pamphlet  (paper)  drop  area  and  no  papers  had  been 
found.  The  fighter  was  vectored  to  the  Columbia  river  gorge  to  les??en 
the  time  to  be  flown  in  the  prohibited  area.  At  approximately  1525 
a call  was  received  from  the  Hanford  operator  that  the  papers  d^^opped 
were  advert isemetts  for  a Rodeo  at  Richland,  The  Rodeo  is  an  Air 
Rodeo,  The  Hanford  operator  Indicated  that  the  pamphlets  did  fall 
into  the  prohibited  area  r id  were  dro’”r5ed  by  one  of  the  aircraft 
jiarticipating  in  the  Air  Rodeo,  The  aircraft  that  was  droping  the 
pamphlets  was  a PT-19  flown  by  Don  Wise  of  the  Atomic  Speedway  in 
Fasco,  Washington,  This  pilot  holds  a commercial  ticket.  The  air- 
craft NC  number  Is  (NC  45258),  At  1426  the  F-82  was  cleared  to  Moses 
Lake  Tower  and  landed  at  143 5* 

2,  It  is  believed  that  two  separate  and  distinct  alert  conditions 
existed  on  the  ar'ternoon  of  21  r.!ay  1949,  The  first  was  caused  by  the 
sightiiigs  of  Flying  Saucers  (noted)  by  Hanforc  using  a telescope  and 
the  operations  crev  of  the  637th  ADX,  The  second  was  caused  by  the 
dropping  of  leaflets  by  an  aii'craft  into  the  Hanford  area.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  there  is  no  co  nection  between  the  t^o  events. 


• 3,  Teletype  sequai'.ce  of  local  weather  and  vdhds  aloft  reported 

at  time  of  observation:  5000  feet  scattered,  visibility  20  miles, 

sea  level  precsare  15.6,  temperature  69,  dew  point  29,  wind  SS>i  10 
knots  per  hour,  altimeter  setting  29,99.  Winds  aloft,  Vi>L  4C00  feet 
240  degrees  at  15  knots,  6000  feet,  220  aegrees  at  15  knots,  8000  feet, 
280  degrees  at  20  knots,  I0,cri0  feet  255  degr  ees  at  15  knots,  12,000 
feet  240  degrees  at  10  iciots,  14,000  feet  222  degrees  at  15  knots. 

20.000  feet  190  degrees  at  15  knots,  25,000  feet  17  degrees  at  20 
Icr.ots,  30,000  feet  I60  degrees  at  30  knots,  55,000  feet  150  degrees 
at  40  knots, 

4,  Observer  states  that  the  altitude  (estimated)  was  between 

17.000  and  20,000  feet.  The  witnesses  name  Is  Max  Segoinns,  504 
Falley,  Hichland,  Washington,  Segolnns  place  of  work  is  200  '.Test 
meterlogist  tower. 
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followin''  ia  oopy  of  roport  reoaiwa  «t  tula  tMadquartora  SX  '*Ay  Xi)4j»  fror. 

C37th  Alroroft  wontroX  •amin^  ■^•iaJron,  60^th  Alroraft  ControX  Anii  un  Ing 
'’rou^,  'oM«  La>a  ' Ir  Toroo  *Ha«,  aahlr.f.toni 

Jv*  yj.CVi  ^>ot 


X*  At  1330  a omXX  «aa  raoaivvd  fron  the  lanford  Area  (r;oneret«;  t.>'.  »- 
r-aucar  mom  uvor  tii#  ^at  200  area  approxlnately  four  nlXaa  east  <?.  v.  .» 
anforJ  'iO’nle  *=’lant,  aaKln>  toni  (.ua  operator  at  ar.ford  atatad  tnat  Vol  -.s 
was  staiuUn-'  atlll  and  t)<an  tooy  off  In  a touthaaaterX/  ulraetlor.  at  e 8->«.vl 


'T.raater  t'lun  that  of  a Jet  fl;:i>ler*  *iie  aTailabla  airoraft  waa  oallau  for  v il<e 
..Hhforu  operator  ana  the  airoraft  waa  aorambXeda  fr.e  Hanford  operator  elo*>rou  tna 

a * 

airoraft  into  their  prohibited  erea  legthorltatlon  ooainr,  fron  the  naalatr't  •/itvf 
of  the  >eoi4rltv  <4eotlon  at  t'anford^*  ihe  aeopea  wera  Inatruoteu  to  aoaron  t v 
aouthern  sector  with  no  roaulta*  Crew  peraonnoX  ana  tna  oontroXler  aaererai  L ie 
TlsuaXXy,  and  notad  a round,  witita  or  al  Irer  objeot  traeelin  Ir.  a rorti.* 
easterly  ulreotlon  at  a aoead  nraater  than  that  of  a Jat  flrhtar  at  a'rproxirat.aly 
10,dJU  to  Xh,.)JU  1‘oet*  iha  baae  woathar  aeotlon  was  than  oontaetad  to  spo  1;  any 
wofit'^er  'MlXoona  woro  aant  up  and  they  reported  In  the  ne^atire*  'esu  «e»t-irr 
aociinr.  stated  tiiat  thay  do  not  utlllia  r.'eatr.er  balXoona.  At  X42u  an  »-rtrjde 

20,  plXot  Cordrer  «aa  airborne  and  renortad  In  to  VoroK  eor.trolXer*  tnr-ui., 
nuin'H»r  ^X,  wna  bain-  traekad  In  tha  #aat*aouth*eaat  aeetor  by  lorer.  at  tr.la  ti^na 
and  the  A..CC  Inatruetad  tha  oontroXXar  to  iDteroeyt  It  in  hopes  tivot  it  '*>1  .M  be  o 
^sk,  i'ar'et  fadod  in  radar  ooritaot  Juat  after  (approxlmatoly  h rrlrr.ttaa/  'er* 
truue  2j  'Mcts  airborne*  ^he  oontroXXer  waa  able  to  - lee  t«.-o  erotora  boforr  tar  et  '^X 
faded*  .euar  oor.taot  with  tnu  fi^.'kter  waa  spotty,  so  poor  a eoherent  traoV 

tUa  fi(*;hter  vaia  lapoaaibXa*  At  apprexirnatoly  1425  .einford  ro’>ortod  x'allin  hits  of 
paper  In  x>.ioir  area  lln  tiio  vicinity  of  attlaanaka  '.ountalnty*  iao  enford  oper> 
ator  deaorlbad  tha  panara  aa  bein'  a*>proxlmat«ly  d Inohaa  square,  red  on  enu  slue 
and  '.r4an  on  tha  other*  *'\o  fly.iitor  wae  than  sent  to  ti.o  vlolT.lty  of  t^vo  o:ttlo- 
snake  mountains  to  exanine  tlio  area  for  tha  paperif  and  also  to  soaroi;  t.tu  ^Ar.ford 
area  for  other  evidenoes  of  the  *'Xylnj'  daueera*  fha  aearoh  eontinuad,  with  apotty 
radar  oovara)i;e,  with  no  reaulta*  The  iJanford  ooerator  aratn  oXaared  the  f*o2  Into 
the  prohibited  area  and  Indloated  that  ha,  hinsaXf,  waa  taklnr.  off  In  an  airplane 
to  aearoh*  e.m  atatad  furtlter  that  a weaoons  oarrlar  had  baan  ulapatoliad  to  the 
paaphlet  (papery  drop  area  and  no  papera  had  baen  found*  ihe  fighter  was  veetorad 
to  thji^yelmabla  rlvar  /ror^o  to  Xoaaon  tho  tlma  to  bo  flown  In  the  prohibited  area* 

At  approxinately  1526  a aall  waa  raeelved  froa  tho  Hanford  oporator  tl»at  the  papera 
droppad  wore  advortlsoaiantB  for  a Hedoo  at  HiehXand*  Xha  Hodeo  lo  an  Air  Kodeo* 

Xho  Hanford  oporator  Indloatad  that  tha  paaphXota  did  fall  Into  tha  prohlbltod  araa 
and  were  dropped  by  one  of  tho  airoraft  participating  In  tha  Air  Hodoo*  ' Tho  air* 
traft  that  was  dropping  the  paaphlets  was  a Pt*XV  flown  by  Don  olao  of  tho  Atomle 
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INCIDENT  NO 


!•  Date  of  Observation  21  itay  19U9 


Data  of  Interview 


2*\  Exact  Time  (local) 


1550 


\^E*xa( 

5.  Place  of  Observation  4 Viloa  bust,  iianford,  ‘.luahlngton  (a  h Plant) 
4*  Position  of  observer  (rround 
5*  ‘•*<hat  attracted  attention  to  object 

6«  iliimber  of  objects  1 
7*  Apparent  size 


Color  of  object 
9*  Shape 


Vihito  or  silver 


10*  Altitude 


(disc  intimatod) 


17,000  - 20,000  ft 


11«  Direction  from  observer 


12#  Distance  from  observer 


13»  Direction  of  flight  of  objoct(s)  South  eastorr*ly 


l4»  Time  in  sight 

13*  Speed 

16«  Sound  and  odor 

17.  Trail 

16*  Luminosity 

19*  Projections 


20  • Maneuvers 


(iroatcr  than  jet  fighter 


Standing  etlll  then  took  off 


21*  Manner  of  disappoaranco 


22«  Effect  on  Clouds 


23#  Additional  information  ooncoming  object 


ZU»  'leather  Conditions 


000 


(over) 
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Pago  2 

Nano  and  address  of  obsorvon 
Occupation  and  hobbies j 


Max  Sago Inns  4 


Commonts  of  Interrogator  rclativo  t©  intolligonco  and  character  of  observor(s)j 


At  1330  a call  was  rooeived  froa  the  ioinford  Area  (Concrote)  chat  a Flying 
Saucer  was  ov.  r the  Li  st  200  area  appruximtuly  four  miles  oant  c thu  imrXord 
Atonic  Plant,  ..ashingtonj  the  operator  at  liunfora  stated  that  the  Oiak  was 
sturdir.g  still  anu  thon  toolc  off  in  a southeasterly  direction  at  a speed  greater 

a jet  fighter.  T)>e  available  aircral't  was  called  for  by  the  han- 
ford  oporutor  and  tho  aircraft  was  scrambled.  The  liar.ford  operator  cloared 
the  aircraft  into  their  prohibited  area  (authorisation  coning  fro.M  the  rksais* 
tant  Chief  of  tho  Security  Section  at  Hanford).  Tho  acopus  were  InstructjU  to 
search  the  southern  sector  with  no  results.  Crew  porsornol  ana  tho  cortrollcr 
searched  the  s>cy,  visually,  and  noted  a round,  white  or  silver  object  traveling 
In  a northeastorrlj'  direction  at  a speed  greater  than  that  of  a jet  fighter  at 
approxlmatoly  10,000  to  13«0U0  feet.  The  base  weathor  section  was  then  cor- 
taoted  to  sec  if  any  weather  balloons  were  sent  up  and  they  rj ported  in  tho 
ne  jutlve.  jase  weather  sootion  statoa  th^t  they  do  not  utilize  wuathor  b.Alloons. 
At  li;20  an  K-b2,  Gertrude  20,  pilot  Gurdnor  was  airborne  and  reported  Ir.  to 
Torch  controller.  A tarf^t,  number  Si,  was  boirg  traokod  in  the  eust-south* 
east  svctor  by  Torch  at  this  tlr.io  and  tho  nUCC  instructed  tho  cortrollor  to 
intercept  It  ir.  hopes  tiiat  it  might  be  a ilisk.  Turgot  ol  fuuod  in  radar  contact 
just  aftar  (approximately  3 oilnu^s)  Gertrude  20  was  airborne.  The  cortrollor 
was  able  to  give  two  vectors  before  target  ol  faded.  T^udar  oonta’t  with  the 
fighter  was  spotty,  so  poor  that  u oor.erent  track  on  tho  fighter  wus  impossiole. 
At  approximately  Xh23  lUinford  reported  falling  bits  of  papor  in  thoir  area  (in 
the  vloinity  of  liattlesnake  Mountains)  • The  Hanford  operator  described  the 
pupors  as  beinr  approximately  6 inches  8(^uure,  red  on  one  side  and  green  on 
the  other.  The  fighter  was  then  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Rattlesnake  raoim- 
tains  to  e.'Jkmine  the  area  for  the  papers,  and  also  to  seuroh  the  Hanford  area 
for  other  evidences  of  the  Flying  Saucers.  The  search  continued,  with  spotty 
radar  coverage,  with  no  results.  The  Hanford  operator  again  cleared  the  F-d2 
into  the  prohibited  area  and  indioated  that  he,  himself,  was  taxing  off  in  an 
airplane  to  search.  He  stated  further  that  a weapons  oarrior  had  been  dis- 
patched to  the  [)amfjhlot  (..aper)  drop  area  and  no  papers  had  l>een  found.  The 
fightor  was  vectored  to  tho  Columbia  river  gorge  to  lessen  the  time  to  be 
flown  in  the  prohibited  area.  At  approximately  13^3  ^ call  was  received  from 
the  lianford  operator  that  the  pajiors  dropped  were  advertisements  for  a Hodoo 
at  Kiohland.  Tho  Hodeo  is  an  Air  Hodeo.  The  Hanford  o;erator  indioated  that 
the  i>amphlets  did  fall  into  the  prohibited  area  and  were  dropped  by  one  of 
tho  aircraft  partioipating  in  the  Air  Rodeo.  The  aircraft  that  was  droppir 
tho  paraphlotu  was  a HT-19  flown  by  Don  biti#  of  the  Atomic  Speedway  in  Pas<’ 
y.ashington.  This  pilot  holds  a oor-uuerolal  tiokot.  The  aircraft  NC  numb' 
is  (NC  ijH25o) , At  li426  the  F-H2r>ltt*^^carod  to  Moses  Xmke  Tower  and  la* 
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I'arriQ  and  address  of  observer: 


svfvec 


Incident 
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, Kiohlard,  . ashington 


Occupation  and  hobbies: 


Comments  of  Interrogator  relative  intolligenco  and  character  of  observor(s)  i 


1TARRA'?IVJ  SUTaiARYj 

at  IU33*  ■ 

It  is  believed  that  t'^o  separate  anu  distinct  alert  conditions  existed  on 
the  aftv?rnoon  of  21  i/ay  19L9*  7ho  first  wus  oausod  by  the  sightings  of  Flying 
Saucers  (noted)  by  I-ani'ord  using  a telosoope  and  the  operations  ox*ew  of  she 
637th  ADCC.  The  second  v.as  cauaod  by  the  dropping  pf  leaflets  by  an  uiroraft 
into  the  Lanford  area*  It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  oonr.eatlnn  >Mt-A.'een  the 
two  events* 


